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‘The child grew and became strong in body, mind and spirit.’ 



Art & Design Policy 

 

Introduction 

At St. Peter’s C.E.  Primary School, we are committed to providing all children with learning 

opportunities to engage in Art and Design. 

The purpose of Art and Design education is to give pupils the skills, concepts and knowledge 

necessary for them to express their responses to ideas and experiences in a visual or tactile form. It 

fires their imagination and is a fundamental means of personal expression. 

While it is essentially a practical subject, art should provide opportunities for reflection and, with 

increasing sensitivity, pupils should acquire the ability to make informed, critical responses to their 

own work and that of others. 

There is great pleasure to be derived from Art and Design and, through deeper understanding; pupils 

can gain access to cultural richness and diversity. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts 

enriches all our lives.  

At St. Peter’s, we believe that God created all beauty, and that the subject of Art enables us to 

express something of God’s creativity and beauty. Children develop an understanding that religious 

beliefs can be expressed through Art.  Through a range of Art & Design experiences, children are 

able to express themselves and their Christian faith.  

 

Aims 

The aims of Art and Design are: 

• To enable all children to have access to a varied range of high quality art experiences 

• To provide an imaginative, innovative and co-ordinated art programme which will foster 

enthusiasm for art and design amongst all the children 

• To foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists, craftspeople 

and designers, through links with the local and wider multicultural community. 

• To stimulate children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory 

experience 

• To help children explore the world at first hand, using all their senses and experimentation, and so 

gain knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live 

• To develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use 

materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings 

• To inspire confidence, value and pleasure in art 



• To cultivate children’s aesthetic awareness and enable them to make informed judgements about 

art and become actively involved in shaping environments 

• To teach children to express their own ideas, feelings, thoughts and experiences 

• To develop children’s design capability 

• To enhance children’s ability to value the contribution made by artists, craft workers and designers 

and respond critically and imaginatively to ideas, images and objects. 

 

Curriculum 

The children undertake a balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and 

physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through Art and Design, the children learn a 

range of skills, concepts, attitudes, techniques and methods of working. 

 

Early Years 

During the Early Years, young children will be given the opportunity to explore colour, texture, shape 

and form in two and three dimensions. The children will have access to a wide range of 

constructions, collage, painting and drawing activities, using appropriate tools and art materials. In 

order to tap their artistic potential, the children will be encouraged to develop their own creative 

ideas. 

Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, Art and Design is about expanding children’s creativity and imagination through 

providing art, craft and design activities relating to the children’s own identity and experiences, to 

natural and manufactured objects and materials with which they are familiar, and the locality in 

which they live. 

• Children will explore the visual, tactile and sensory qualities of materials and processes and begin 

to understand and use colour, shape and space, pattern and texture, to represent their own ideas 

and feelings. 

• Children will focus on the work of artists, craftspeople and designers by asking and answering 

questions, such as: ‘What is it like?’ ‘What do I think about it?’ 

 

Key Stage 2 

During Key Stage 2, Art and Design is about fostering children’s creativity and imagination by 

building on their knowledge, skills and understanding of materials and processes, through providing 

more complex activities. Children’s experiences help them to understand the diverse roles and 

functions of Art and Design in the world around them. 



 

Progression and Continuity 

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in art and design lessons. Our principal aim 

is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in art and design. We ensure that 

the act of investigating and making includes exploring and developing ideas, evaluating and 

developing work. We do this through a mixture of direct teaching and individual/ group activities. 

Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual performance as models for the other 

children. They encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, 

to say what they think and feel about them. We give children the opportunity within lessons to work 

on their own and collaborate with others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on different 

scales. Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources including 

other artists’ work, educational visits and computing.  Progression of skills in drawing, printing, 

colour and sculpture are carefully planned in our curriculum maps across KS1 and KS2. 

 

Art and Design Curriculum Planning 

 Our curriculum is carefully planned to engage and excite all our learners. Our long-term and 

medium-term plans map out the themes covered each term for each key stage  

 

Progress and Achievement 

Children are monitored on a regular basis to check progress. We encourage all pupils to take 

responsibility for their own and their peers learning. A range of Assessment for Learning strategies 

are used, for example peer marking – children are encouraged to comment on each other’s work 

using vocabulary related to the skill taught, evaluation, self-assessments  and end of unit 

teacher/pupil evaluation. Through these, both children and adults are able to recognise the progress 

being made. 

 

Assessment and Recording 

Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s 

work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. 

 

Monitoring 

Each child has an art sketchbook which serves as a cumulative record of their work and is passed on 

to the next teacher at the end of each year. Each child has at portfolio in which artwork will be kept 

for the duration of the school year. Monitoring takes place through sampling children’s work and 

teacher planning.  



Roles and Responsibilities 

The subject is led by the art co-ordinator who monitors curriculum provision and ensures resources 

are up to date. 

 

Resources 

There are a wide range of resources to support the teaching of Art and Design across the school. All 

classes have a range of basic resources kept in the classroom and a wider range of resources are 

kept centrally. Visits are planned to enhance learning and give hands on activity.  


