
Year 5         Geography                                 Map Symbols
Last half term, when looking at maps of the local area, 
we began to look at map symbols. This week, take a 
look at some of these symbols which are used in 
Ordnance Survey (Britain’s mapping agency) maps.  O.S. 
maps show human and physical features of the 
environment such as rivers, forests, roads and canals.

Look at the map symbols on our website 
(further symbols can be found on the next slides). 
Draw your own island and use different symbols to show features 
e.g. roads, forests or railway stations.

Remember,  some features will only be appropriate in certain 
landscapes. For example, you are unlikely to find a lighthouse on 

top of a mountain!

Design your own island using 
map symbols. 

We would love to see your finished work. If you’d like to show us how 
you’re getting on, send an email to the class email address: 

stpetersy5@sthelens.org.uk

 

 

Read the next slides to learn more about Ordnance 
Survey maps and symbols. 

Have a look at  ‘Contours, keys and symbols’ from 
KS2 BBC Bitesize :
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zjdkhbk

Watch the video clip to see Sue Venir’s map.

mailto:stpetersy5@sthelens.org.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zjdkhbk


What is an O.S. map?

Ordnance Survey is Britain’s mapping agency.

O.S. maps show human and physical features of the environment:
-Contour lines to show land height, hills, valleys.
-Rivers, grassland, forest, marsh, lakes, etc.
-Features such as canals, bridges, footpaths, buildings and roads. 

O.S. maps are particularly useful for anyone wishing to navigate on foot, 
such as long-distance walkers. 



Examples of 
Ordnance Survey Maps

What human and physical 
features can 

you see? Maps from Digimap for Schools
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